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Jamaica, Feb. 3, 1789. 
'* Hon, and moſt dear Sir, 175 

4 N Friday the 19th, we landed at Roſeau in 
; O0 Dominica, and found our former kind 
friend Mrs. Webley ready to receive us. She 
had been informed by one of our Local-Preachers - 
of St. Kitt's, who had lately made a viſit to this 
*Ifland, of my intention to vifit her ſoon; and 
Zaccordingly with ſome other friends hired a large 
room for a Preaching-Houſe. After waiting on 
Governor Orde who, I think, is as polite a man 
as ever I was in company with, I preached in the 
evening, and on the Sunday following: Mr. 
Baxter alſo preached two ſermons, whilſt I made 
Fa viſit to my old friend Mr. Charrurier, and 
apened a door or two among the Blacks in his 
neighbourhood. Before we left the Iſland, we 
formed a little Society of twenty-four deſiring 
E ſouls, ſome of whom had been members of our 
Connection in Antigua and St, Kitt's; and deter- 
mined that Mr. M'Cornock ſhould take the care 
Zof this Iſland. 

On the 24th we landed at Antigua, Surely 
this Ifland is the favourite of heaven. It is ſup- 
poſed that it contains 7,000 Whites and 30,000 
Blacks: and out of theſe 2800 are in our 
Dociety; and I ſuppoſe, the Moravians have not 
fewer than 2000 in theirs. Sa great a lcaven is 
A 2 not 
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not known perhaps in ſo ſmall a country through- 
out'the world. My congregation in St. John's, 
and one more in the country, would not have dif- 
graced even thoſe parts of England, where we 
nave met with the greateſt ſucceſs. 

1 ſhould not forget toacknowledge the uſeful- 
neſs of Mr, Warrenner in this religious Iſland, 


Though Mr. Baxter has been indeed the Father : i 


under God, of this blefled work. Mr. Warren- 
ner has added not leſs than a thouſand worthy 
members (I have reaſon to believe) to this 
Saget...” 3.5 

Nor ſhould the beautiful proof of love which 


our Society in this Ifland, give to their ſiek mem- © 


bers, be overlooked. They attend them in their 
reſpettive neighbourhoods with the greateſt dili- 
gence and patience; and where it is wanting, 
provide every kind of medical help' for them, 
w1thout regarding the expence. 

Till lately the Ifland was annually governed 
by'a martial-law on Chriſtmas-day and the two 
days following, the Negroes always being allow- 
eq thoſe three days for themſelves, . on which 
many tumults and even robberies had been com- 
mitted: but religion has now rendered this cuſtom 
needleſs, and the declaration of martial-law is 
become a mere matter of form, | 


On the 27th of December we ſet fail for the 
Iſland of St. Chriſtophers', In our way we 


touched at Montſerrat ; but our only friend in 


that Iſland, one of the moſt reſpettable characters s 


in it, not being at home, we reſumed our voyage. 
On the 29th we landed at Baſfe-Terre, the 


rincipal town of St. Kitt's. And here juſtice 40 
obliges me to bear a te ſtimony of the good which 
has been wrought by Mr. Hammet, who has been 


5 


the inſtrument of one of the greateſt works of 
God I have known in the circle of my Iabours, 


conſidering the time he has been employed in it, 
and the nature of the work in which he has been 
engaged, In two years he has raiſed in this 


. Iſland, 
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Iſland, which was perfectly barren of all religion 
at the commencement of his labours, a Society of 
ſeven hundred members, a great part of whom, 1 
have reaſon to believe, are members of Chriſt. 
Here the Lord has poured out the ſpirit of pro- 

hecy ; four preachers being raiſed in this 
1 who are capable and willing to devote 


themſelves entirely to the work of the Miniſtry in 


this part of the world. 

The ſecond morning after © 4 arrival, we were 
viſited with a tremendous Earthquake. The 
beds, the rooms, the whole houſe in which we 
were, ſhook moſt terribly for feveral ſeconds. The 
ſhock was felt in other Iſlands. | 
From St. Kitt's we vifited St Euſtatius, On 
Wedneſday the giſt of December we landed 
there and were received by Mr. Lindſey, one of 
our friends, with every mark of kindneſs, We 
ſoon found that poor Harry was baniſhed from 
the Iſland. When he ſtood before the Governor 
and Council, to anſwer for the unpardonable 
crime of praying with the people, one of the 
Council obſerved to him © larry, you muſt; be 
flogged:” to which he calmly, replied, 5 Chriſt 
was flogged, and why ſhould not I ?” Soon after 
which they condemned him to be publickly 
whipped, impriſoned and baniſhed. The whip- 
ping was executed in a moſt unmerciful matiner 
under the direction of one Iſaac de Lion, a black 
man, and an enemy to all rightequſne{s—-ſuch a 
picture of Satan for ſubtilty and barbarity, never; 
1 think, before did I behold. He is the great 
executioner of all the cruel Edifts of the Court 

for the perſecution of the children of God. 
The moſt famous, or rather moit infamous 
Edift which the Rulers of this Iſland have pub- 
liſhed, is as follows: 1 | 
„That if any white perſon ſhould be found 
raying with his brethren—for the firſt offence 
he ſhould be tined fifty pieces of eight: for the 


lecond, one hundred pieces: and for the third 
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be ſhould be whipped, his goods be confiſcated, 
and he ſhould then be baniſhed the Iſland. That 


if a coloured min ſhould be found praying-—-for 
the firſt offence he ſhould receive thirty nine 
laſhes ; and for the ſecond, if free, he ſhould be 
whipped and banithed ; but if a ſlave, be whipped 
every time.“ | | ES: 
This, I think, is the firſt inſtance known among 
mankind, of a perſecution openly avowed againſt 
religion itſelf. The perſecutions among the 
Heathens were {ſupported under the pretence that 


the Chriſtians brought in ſtrange Gods, Thoſe 


among the Roman-Catholics were under the pre- 
text of the Proteſtants introducing Hereſies into 
the Church. But this is openly and avowedly 


* againſt Prayer, the great Key to every bleſling. 
How ſuch a diabolical perſecution can be ſuffered 


in this liberal tolerating age, is really ſurprizing! 

However, we ventured to baptize about one 
hundred and forty of our Society. And even 
under this heavy crofs and hot perſecution, our 
numbers amount to two hundred and fifty eight; 
and of thoſe, we have reafon to believe that one 
hundred and thirty nine have taſted that the Lord. 
is gracious. | 

On Thurfday the 1{t of January, we hired a 
ſloop to carry us back to St. Chriſtopher's," But, 


| behold! as ſoon as we had begun to fail, we 


found that all the failors were entirely drunk, the 
Captain excepted, In a little time they drove 
the ſloop againſt a large ſhip, and damaged the 
doom and the yards of the main maſt. Soon after- 


wards, when we came to the end of the Iſland, 


inſtead of crofling the channel to St. Katt's, the 
ſtoop was carrying us into the open ſea in its ſhat- 
tered condition. We then determined to return: 
but there was no one to turn the ſtoop about, till 
with great difficulty my friends, the Miſltonarics, 
unacquainted with fuch buſrneſs, brought it round: 
and after running againſt another ſhip, by which 


the rudder was broke, and the ftern much 


damaged 
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damaged : and after bribing the Captain with ten 

dollars, to ſave his own life as well as ours; we 

were landed again on the Bay of St, Euſtatius, 

This ſeries of misfortunes which obliged us to 

return, appeared a loud call of Providence, for 

me to bear a public teſtimony leſt any friend 
| ſhould fuffer whipping, confiſcation of goods, ar 
© baniſhed for a month, and the nextday I preached 
; to a quiet and attentive congregation, and pub- 
liſhed myſelf for the Lord's day following. —_All 
| was peace till late in the Evening, when the 
Governor fent for Mr. Lindſey at whoſe houſe 
J was, and threatened him with terrible puniſh- 
ments. | | 
4 In the morning, while we were at breakfaſt, 
4 the Marſhal of the Court entered with great 
form, and delivered to us a meſſage: from the 
Governor and Fiſchal, which was, that they re- 
quired us to promiſe, that we would not, publicly 
or privately, by day or by night, preach either to 
Whites or to Blacks _— our ſtay in that 
Iſland, under the penalty, on default, of proſecution 
arbitrary puniſhment, (that was the very expreſſion) 
and baniſhment from the Ifland. We withdrew 
to conſult ; and after conſidering that we were 
favoured by Providence with an open door in 
other Iflands for as many Miſſionaries as we 
could ſpare, and that God was carrying on his 
> Hleffed work even in this Iſland by the means of 
; 2 Claſs-Meetings, and that Divine Providence 
may in future redreſs theſe grievances by a change 
of the Governor, or by the interference of the 
fuperior Powers in Holland, in fome other way, 
k we gave our anſwer „That we would obey the 
j 838 * and having nothing more at pre- 
S. ent to do in this place of tyranny, op) rellion 
and wrong; we returned to. St. Kitt's, bleflin 
God for a Britiſh Conſtitution, and a Britiſh 
D 094 rene | e 
But let me intreat, let me implore, all thoſe 
Who read or hear this Journal, 00. remember ih 


dear 


Ee % TIER 3 7 -*® 
# x 5 2 


— — — wo” — DU 


— Da 


W—_ 2 ; 
— - b I» 
* 5 1 » - LY a>” 
2 


| . 


dear 2 people in their daily prayers, that 
the God who heareth prayer, may be graciouſly 
inclined, either to turn the hearts of the Rulers 
of St. Euſtatius to mercy and truth, or the hearts 
of their ſuperiors in Holland to diſarm them of 
their {o much abuſed power. * $a! 

From St. Kitt's we alſo made two viſits to the 


| Tfland of Nevis. Here we were obliged to lie on 


the floor for two nights upon our hammocks, but 
God has opened in this Ifland a wide door for 
his Goſpel. And the kindneſs of two or three 
Gentlemen, particularly the Judge of the Admi- 
ralty to whoin we are highly obliged, rendered 
our ſituation tolerably comfortable. We formed 
here-a Claſs of twenty-one Catechumens, and left 
the care of the Ifland to Mr. Owens. 

On Wedneſday evening the 14th of January 
we ſet off for the Iſland of Saba, which belongs 
to Holland, We had left at St. Euſtatius, Mr, 
Brazier one of our Miſhonaries, who had been 


raiſed under Mr. Hammet; and who had not 


been included in the wonderful meſſage ſent to 


us by the Governor and Fiſchal, three only being 


there mentioned, Mr. Hammet, Mr. Meredith 
and myſelf. However, the Governor of St. 
Euſtatius, all on fire to perſecute, ſoon found 
him out, and by his threatenings diſlodged him. 
Mr. Brazaer, by the advice of a gentleman of the 
Iſland, a man in power, but a Nicodemus, removed 
to the Ililand of Saba. 1 
When we landed, we were obliged to walk up 
a rock of a mile in length, which was in ſeveral 
places nearly perpendicular. Being informed 
hat Mr. Brazier was at the houſe of the Gover- 
nor, we immediately went there, and were rc- 
ceived with the utmoſt kindneſs and hoſpitality 
by him, his family, and the inhabitants in 
neral. 1 
The little Iſland of Saba contains about one 
thouſand Whites and about two thouſand Blacks, 


men, women and children included, For ſfeven- 


teen 
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toon years, that ſimple hearted people have been 


without a regular Miniſter, The Governor, 
council red op! bi petitioned that 'Mr, Brazier, 
who had preached three times' in' the church, 
(which is no contemptible building) might remain 
among them. I informed them of our œconomy, 
and particularly of our grand and indiſpenſable 
cuſtom” of changing our Miniſters. They were 
willing to comply with every thing, to grant to 
our Miniſter the parſonage houſe, and to allow 
him a ſufficient maintenance. What could I do? 
Mr. Brazier was appointed to labour under Mr. 
Hammet at Jamaica: but I could not bear that 
this delightful people ſhould periſh for lack of 
knowledge. I left therefore Mr. Brazier behind 
me, having ſpent two pleaſing days with theſe 
inhabitants of the rock. May they all be built 
on the Rock of Ages! 
My heart is too much engaged in the intereſts 
of this plain, honeſt Colony, for me to omit 
tranſcribing the ſentiments of a celebrated French 
writer concerning them. oy th £2 
„This is a ſteep rock, on the ſummit of which 
15 a little ground, very proper for gardening.* 
F ayers Tons which do not lie any time on 
the ſoil, give growth to plants of an exquiſite 
flavour, and cabbages of an extraordinary fize. 
{throughout America there is no blood ſo pure as 
that of Saba; the women there preſerve a freſh- 
nels of complexion which is not to be found in 
any other of the Caribbee Iſlands. Happy Colony! 
Elevated on the top of a rock, between the ſky and 
the ſea, it enjoys the benefit of both elements with- 
out dreading their ſtorms. The inhabitants breathe 
a pure air, live upon vegetables, cultivate a ſimple 
commodity, from which they derive eaſe without 
the temptation of riches ; are employed in labours 
leſs troubleſome than uſeful; and poſſeſs in 
| 10 F. peace 
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This little Ifland is about ſixteen or eighteen miles in Cite 
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eace all the bleſlings of moderation, health, 


cauty and liberty. 
This is the Temple of peace, from whence 
the, philoſopher may contemplate at leiſure the 
errors and paſſions of men, who come like the 
ſea, to ſtrike and daſh themſelves on the rich 
coat of America, the ſpoils and poſſeſſion of 
which. they are perpetually 22 for and 
wreſting from each other. Hence may he view 
at a diſtance the nations of Europe, bearing 
thunder in the midſt of the ocean, and burning 
with the flames of ambition and avarice under 
the. Tropics, devouring gold without ever bei 
ſatished, wading through ſeas of blood to amabo 
thoſe metals, thoſe pearls, thoſe diamonds which 
are uſed to adorn the oppreſſors of mankind ; 
loading innumerable ſhips with thoſe precious 
caſks, which furniſh luxury with purple, and 
from which flow pleaſures, effeminacy, cruelty 
and debauchery. The tranquil inhabitant of 
Saba views this maſs of follies, and ſpins in peace 
the cotton which conſtitutes all his finery and 
Wealth.“ = 
- On the 17th we landed at Tortola. This 
Iſland which contains about 1,000 Whites and 
8,000 Blacks is indeed ripe for the goſpel. It 
ſcems to be the general cry of the Negroes 
throughout the Iſland, Let us have if pollible a 
Methodiſt Miniſter,” 

After giving the inhabitants of Road-Town, 
(the principal town of this Iſland) a couple of 
ſermons, we ſailed far Santa Cruz, an Ifland 
belonging to Denmark. This laſt mentioned 
Jiland is ſuppoſed to contain about $0,000 in- 
habitants, who in general ſpeak the Engliſh lan- 
guage. It is highly cultivated, and the town of 
Baſſe-End, its capital, is far the moſt beautiful 
I have ſeen in the Carribbee-Iſlands. The Co- 
vernor general, through the warm recommen— 
dation of a-worthy and reſpectable friend in Lon- 
don, received us with great courteſy, and =_ 

miſed 
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miſed us all the protettion and encouragement in 
his power. : | x 

Two gentlemen in the town ſhewed us many 
marks of reſpect, and an old Quaker-lady per- 
mitted me to preach in her houfe, and afterwards 
informed me that it ſhould be always at our 
ſervice, © | 

And now I found myſelf in the utmoſt doubt 
and knew not which way to turn, Mr. Hammet 
was appointed for Jamaica; and there was 
no other Miſhonary to ſecure the advantages 
& which the Lord had given us in theſe two 
I 10ands. At laſt we determined that Mr. Ham- 
| met ſhould divide his labours between Tor- 
tola and Santa Cruz, till a couple of Miffionaries 
are fent from England to proſecute the openings 
which divine providence has afforded us, and 
which, I doubt not, Mr. Hammet. in the mean 
time will Reer improve, I ſhall alſo, God 
willing, viſit Jamaica, to prepare his way in that 
populous and important Iſland, l 0 

e have now through the bleſſing of God on 

our endeavours, a proſpett of much good in ten 
of the Iflands, Which unitedly gentaih about 
two hundred and ſixty thouſand inhabitants, near 
four fifths of whom are covered with heatheniſh 
| darkneſs, 

Before I conclude, it may not be unpleaſing to 
add an account of the ſtations of our Miſſionaries 
and of the numbers in Society, 


1ſt. The Stations of our Miſſionaries, 


1. Antigua, Matthew Lum, John Harper. 
2. St. Chriſtopher's, William Warrenner, 
3. St. Euſtatius, George Skerret. 
4. Nevis, Thomas Owens. 
5. St. Vincents, | 
In the Caribb-Diviſion, John Baxter. 
In the Engliſh Diviſion, Robert Gamble, 
and John Clark, 


6. Dominica 


- 


( un þ 
6. Dominica, William M' Cornock. 


"x. Barbadoes, Benjamin Pearce. . 
8. Saba, William Brazier. 

9. Tortula and ; 
40 


9s Santa Cruz, Len Hanunet. h 
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